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SUBJECT: GOD’S CALLING IN THE PRESENT AGE: George Müller 
SCRIPTURE: Psa. 68:5; 81:10; Prov. 18:22; 19:14; Matt. 6:25-26; 7:7; John 14:13-14; Acts 

8:36-38; Rom. 6:3-6; 13:8; Jas. 2:1-5 

AIM:  To impress upon the children the importance and power of prayer to live a life of faith by 

fully depending on and trusting in God. 

MEMORY VERSES:  Psa. 37:5; 40:4a; 56:3,4; 71:5; 73:28 

 

CONTENT: George Müller (1805-1898) was born in Kroppenstaedt, Prussia (now Germany) on 

September 27, 1805. His father sent him to the cathedral classical school at Halberstadt when he 

was 11 years old, where he was to prepare for the university to become a Lutheran minister. It 

did not matter to George that he was training for a religious profession. He recklessly wasted his 

youth in a “loose, dishonest, immoral lifestyle”. George often stole government money entrusted 

to his father and squandered it with his sinful companions, traveling about and staying in 

expensive hotels. Certainly Mr. Müller knew only too well George’s moral deficiencies, but he 

may have thought his son would be reformed as he studied. His father did not understand what 

made a true Christian believer. He merely wanted his son to be in a profession that provided a 

comfortable living for him. During those years, in most European countries the church and state 

were united, so a person working for the church also worked for the government. 

 

When he was fourteen, George’s mother died. Instead of staying home grieving with the family, 

George spent the night playing cards with some of his wild friends. His mother’s death made 

little impression on him. 

 

At age sixteen he engaged in some illegal and scandalous escapades that landed him in jail for 

twenty-four days. George recalled, “I now found myself, at the age of sixteen, an inmate of the 

same dwelling with thieves and murderers, and treated accordingly. On the second day I asked 

the jail keeper for a Bible, not to consider its blessed contents, but to pass away the time.” When 

his father came and secured his release by paying his prison maintenance cost, plus the debt that 

had led to his imprisonment, George went home. 

 

The following October, George entered school at Nordhausen where for two and a half years he 

diligently studied Latin classics, French history, German literature, Hebrew, Greek, and 

mathematics. Because of his seriousness, his teachers held him up as a model to the other 

students. But, in spite of outward appearances, George admitted, “I did not care in the least about 

God, but lived secretly in much sin.” Consequently, he was taken ill and was confined to his 

room for thirteen weeks. “During my illness I had no real sorrow of heart. I cared nothing about 

the Word of God. I had about three hundred books of my own, but no Bible.” Occasionally his 

conscience would bother him and he would resolve to do better, especially when he attended the 

Lord’s Supper. So, for one or two days previous to the observance he would refrain from certain 

things, and on the day of the sacrament he was quite serious. But after one or two days had 

passed, all was forgotten and he “was as bad as ever.” 

 

At the age of twenty, George had such excellent grades and references that he became a member 

of the University of Halle. Consequently, he was granted the privilege of preaching in the 

Lutheran Church. It was here that he began to seriously consider whether any church would have 
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him as pastor unless he reformed. George thought that if he had better companions he could 

improve his own conduct. Then he met a Christian student named Beta. George thought Beta 

was the perfect companion to help him on the way to self-improvement. But both men guessed 

incorrectly about each other! Beta was a backslidden Christian who thought that friendship with 

George would bring him some of the worldly pleasures he sought. God was at work, however, in 

bringing the two unlikely individuals together, for it was through Beta that George would finally 

come to a saving knowledge of Christ. One day, in 1825, his backslidden friend Beta invited him 

to a Saturday night cottage meeting. It was on that night that George was saved.  His life changed 

forever, George now read the Scriptures eagerly instead of the classics. He prayed often and 

attended church when prompted by the Lord. Even at the university, when his fellow students 

taunted him for taking on the cause of Christ, he did not go back to his old ways. 

 

Early in 1826, George learned his most important lesson of Bible reading. He meditated on the 

Word so his heart would be “comforted, encouraged, warned and reproved.” After preparing his 

heart through reading he would begin his prayer time. Of these times, he admitted. “The result 

is…always a good deal of confession.” 

 

In April 1830, God seemed to be opening another door. Müller was asked to preach at various 

places. At Ebenezer Chapel, he was asked to begin a series of messages on the book of Romans. 

After the series concluded, the congregation asked him to become their permanent pastor. 

Although his desire had been to travel and preach the gospel, George waited for the Lord’s 

answer to the call he had received. It was during this period of waiting that he came to a new 

understanding of baptism. When preaching at Sidmouth in April, three ladies asked his opinion 

on baptism. He told them, “I don’t think I need to be baptized again.” One of the ladies asked, 

“But have you been baptized?” “Yes, when I was a child,” he replied. Another lady asked, “Have 

you ever read the Scriptures and prayed with reference to the subject?” George confessed he had 

not. One of the women brought him up short by saying, “Then, I beg of you not to speak 

anymore about the subject until you have done so.” George felt humbled by those remarks and 

concluded that although he had never given it much thought he believed the Lord wanted to 

show him about it now. As he diligently searched the Scriptures, especially passages such as 

Acts 8:36-38 and Romans 6:3-6, George said, “I saw that believers only are the proper subjects 

for baptism, and that immersion is the only true Scriptural mode in which it ought to be attended 

to.” Not long after coming to this conclusion, George was baptized by immersion himself. 

 

On October 7, 1830, God provided him with a dear sister, Miss Mary Groves, to be his wife. She 

faithfully stood with him through all the trials and triumphs of faith. They prayed together side 

by side, taking hold of God’s promises together. 

 

In 1835, Müller began a ministry for orphaned children. Eventually he was responsible for the 

care of thousands of orphans in Bristol, England, and he never asked another person for help. He 

relied on God alone to supply his needs. The day the orphanage was ready, not one applicant had 

been received. After waiting for two hours, he went for a walk. He realized, “I have prayed about 

everything with this work, for money, for a house, for helpers, about the various articles of 

furniture, etc., but I have never asked the Lord to send me orphans.” He prayed that night and 

within a month, 42 children came. 
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Müller literally fed the orphans out of God’s hand. The supply was like manna, it had to be 

gathered each day. Scarcely anything was left over from one day to another. Often money had to 

be prayed in before breakfast could be eaten or the evening meal finished. Eventually two 

thousand eight hundred and thirteen (2,813) orphans left the Institution as believers. 

 

Müller was a man of prayer. He was never too busy to pray. He told his brethren that four hours 

of work after an hour of prayer would accomplish more than five hours without prayers. He even 

said that, “God often delays that we might be led to pray.” One day in September 1838, when the 

funds for the orphanage houses were completely gone, he considered selling items that could be 

done without in the homes. He asked the Lord if it would be possible to prevent this. That 

afternoon, a lady from London was visiting Bristol and brought a package with money in it from a 

daughter who had sent it several days ago. George declared that “the fact the money had been 

near for several days without being given is plain proof that it is in the heart of God to help us 

but, because He delights in the prayers of His children. He has allowed us to pray so long to try 

our faith and to make the answer so much lime sweeter.” He was also aware of Satan’s tactics. 

When he was ill, he entreated the Lord that this would not rob him of precious communion, 

knowing that “this was the object at which Satan aimed.” 

 

George Müller was admittedly a young person who did not care about God nor the things of 

God; the Lord had chosen him and set him apart as a chosen vessel for His service. Although he 

had often stolen money from his father in his youth, yet later in life as a man of God the Lord 

entrusted in his hands well over seven and a half million dollars to care for thousands of orphans. 

 

George Müller was best known for his work with the orphanages. Nevertheless, he enjoyed 

several years as a pastor and preacher in Bristol, England. He also toured for seventeen years as a 

missionary; starting this ministry at age 70, touring and preaching in England, Scotland, Ireland 

and in several European countries. His tours included Australia, China, Japan, India, and other 

Southeast Asian nations. Müller’s fourth and sixth tours took him to Canada and the United 

States (even to Brooklyn, NY where he preached at Dr. Talmage’s Tabernacle). The highlight of 

his eastern European trip was when he preached at his birthplace, Kroppenstaedt. There he was 

asked to give his life story to a capacity crowd in the city’s largest building. His missionary 

journeys ended in May 1892. 

 

APPLICATION: 

The Lord is waiting for us to pray. There is power in prayer. We must pray believing: We must 

mean what we say when we pray. 

 

1. The Lord works according to our prayer: As Müller learned, if we do not pray God does not 

move. He delights to hear from His children and to provide our every need. 

 

2. We must live a life of faith—believing the Lord will do what we ask. Müller did not depend 

on himself, did not scheme and devise ways to accomplish what he wanted. He fully depended 

on God and trusted in His Word. Our motives must be godly, not seeking any gift from God for 

our own lust. Everything God provided as a result of Müller’s prayers was used for or given to 

others, i.e., the orphans and co-workers. 
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3. The Lord was calling George Müller as a young person but He could not use him in his loose, 

dishonest, immoral condition. George had to repent, his conscience needed to be reactivated, his 

vessel needed to be cleansed, then God could use him. Today to be useful to the Lord we must 

pay attention to our conscience and confess our sins so that we can become useful vessels to the 

Lord. 

 

 
Adapted from book by Harvey, Bonnie (1968), GEORGE MÜLLER. Man of Faith. Uhrichville, Ohio: Barbour 

Publishing, Inc. 

 

Preparado para Jóvenes, por la iglesia en New York 
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